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SUBJECT: DATE SET FOR TURIN MUNICIPAL WARD (QUARTIERI) ELECTIONS 
REF TURIN 0048 (NOTAL) 

1 . SUMMARY. TURIN CITY ADMINISTRATION ANNOUNCES THAT POSTPONED 
WARD ELECTIONS (QUARTIERI) NOW SET FOR BEGINNING OF OCTOBER. 

NEW DATE SEEN AS TIMELY IN VIEW OF TRADITIONAL POLITICAL 
ACTIVISM ON PART OF ITALIAN POPULATION IN GENERAL DURING 

FALL PERIOD. DECISION ALSO SEEN AS TACTICAL MOVE ON PART OF 
PCI TO CONSOLIDATE POWER BASE IN VIEW OF RECENT POLITICAL 
REALIGNMENT WITHIN YOUNGER RANKS OF PARTY. END SUMMARY. 

2. AS A RESULT OF A UNANIMOUS DECISION ON THE PART OF VARIOUS 
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MUNICIPAL POLITICAL FACTIONS AND CITY ADMINISTRATORS, 

TURIN MAYOR DIEGO NOVELLI RECENTLY ANNOUNCED THAT TURIN'S LONG 
DELAYED WARD (QUARTIERI) ELECTIONS WILL BE HELD OCTOBER 30, 1977. 
MAYOR NOVELLI INDICATED THAT THE PROPOSED DATE WAS SELECTED IN AN 
EFFORT TO PROVIDE ADEQUATE TIME FOR ORGANIZATION. IN ADDITION, 
MAYOR INDICATED DATE WOULD ALSO MAKE SAME ELECTION MACHINERY 
AVILABLE FOR SCHOLASTIC DISTRICT ELECTIONS TO BE HELD 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


NOVEMBER 13 AND THUS SUBSTANTIALLY REDUCE CITY'S ADMINISTRATIVE 
COSTS. 

3. SHOULD THE QUARTIERI ELECTIONS BE CONDUCTED AS PLANNED, THEY 
WILL SET IN OPERATION FOR THE FIRST TIME THE FUNCTIONS OF THIS 
RECENTLY ESTABLISHED POLITICAL ENTITY. THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF 
THE QUARTIERI WILL ENCOMPASS PROVIDING ADEQUATE GOODS AND 
SERVICES FOR THE COMMUNITY, MECIAL FACILITIES, AS WELL AS 
CULTURAL, SCHOLASTIC, ATHLETIC AND RECREATIONAL ASSISTANCE. 

4. COMMENT: 

A. IT WOULD SEEM THAT SPECULATION SUGGESTING TURIN LEFTIST 
GIUNTA DELAY IN CONDUCTING QUARTIERI ELECTIONS WAS RESULT OF LACK 
OF PARTY TALENT TO HOLD AVAILABLE POSITIONS IS NO LONGER VALID 

IF CITY GOVERNMENT PLANS TO FOLLOW THROUGH WITH ELECTION 
DATE AS INDICATED. MAYOR NOVELLI HAS INDICATED TO PRESS THAT 
WHILE ELECTION DATE IS TENTATIVE, POSSIBILITIES OF ANOTHER 
POSTPONEMENT ARE MARGINAL. THIS STATEMENT WOULD TEND TO 
NEGATE SPECULATION THAT COMMUNISTS ARE AFRAID OF THEIR 
POSSIBLE LACK OF STRENGTH IN UP-COMING ELECTIONS. MORE 
PLAUSIBLE THEORY WOULD BE THAT COMMUNISTS ARE NOW ANXIOUS 
TO HOLD ELECTIONS AS SOON AS POSSIBLE IN VIEW OF APPARENT 
RECONSIDERATION OF POLITICAL ALIGNMNTS WHICH FOR NOW APPEARS 
SOLELY TO BE CONCENTRATED WITHIN THE STUDENT MOVEMENT BUT 
COULD ALSO AFFECT THE GRASSROOTS OF THE PARTY. 

B. IN DISCUSSION AT CONSULATE WITH MARIO DEAGLIO. ECONOMIC 
EDITOR FOR LA STAMPA, HE CONFIRMED CONTENTION PCI FEAR OF 
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LOSS OF CREDIBILITY AND THEREFORE ANXIOUS TO CONDUCT ELECTIONS. 

IN THIS REGARD, HE NOTED THAT WHEN QUARTIERI WERE FIRST FORMED 
IN APRIL 1976 GENERAL ENTHUSIASM WAS VERY HIGH. WARD MEETINGS NOW. 
HOWEVER, ARE ATTENDED BY LESS THAN 10 PERCENT OF CITY POPULATION. 
DEAGLIO ALSO STATED THAT TURIN LEFTIST GIUNTA HAD SELECTED 
TIMELY PERIOD TO HOLD ELECTIONS POINTING OUT THAT TURIN COMMUNITY 
WOULD JUST BE RETURING FROM SUMMER VACATIONS, SCHOOLS WOULD BE 
OPENING AND RENTS WOULD BE DUE PROVIDING NECESARY ATMOSPHERE AND 
SENSITIVITY TO ELECTIONS. HE NOTED THAT HISTORICALLY ITALIAN 
POPULATION HAS BEEN MOST POLITICALLY ACTIVE DURING SEPTEMBER- 
NOVEMBER PERIOD. MCKINLEY 
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